9/15/70 



Dear Mr. fiule, 

Despite your refusal to respond to my earlier letter (which Is so 
contrary to your public posture), baring Just road your 11/11/69 deposition in 
James Earl Ray’s civil suit, I write you again, with more compassion taja I 
think you will believe and with to© offer of what for lock of a better word, I 
suggest may Mad to your "salvation”. 

Your agony is clear in the deposition, but it didn’t, require the 
deposition to be aesre of it. I suggest, however, that you have this to t® 
grateful for: Stoner did toe questioning. 

Reading this deposition expends tue understanding I got from your 
interview in Tropic . Your problem is a simple one: you are rich, +00 rich, end 
you n»ve substituted your financial mesns for your mind. The younger Euie, the 
working-reporter iiuie, would never have failed as miserably as the wealthy end 
successful on® did in toe -fennedy end Ksy cases. 

You else lacked a context. Helen aaysr, in bar agony, which was only 
commercial, g«ve it to you, but you didn’t understand her over-simplification. 

Cen it really be that only Ions, alienated men commit such assassinations, that 
there is never any kind cf conspiracy, gad that tueir victims ere si, says men 
who yearn to heal a sick world? I suppose thsue-n of arrogance, tag men to 
whom all who struggle for pesos are ” Is ft” and the struggle itself, as well ss 
thsisen, or 3 "shhi -American", mey find this difficult to understand. But esk your- 
self why it we e not Barry u old'*ster Instead of J3T, Whitney Young end Hoy Wilkins 
instead of King and Malcolm I, Richard Nixon instead of Robert Kennedy, --ad then 
wonder if thelaw of averages permits your conclusion so often and so publicly 
expressed. 

If 9 writer not numbed by riches any offer so suecesful a men es you 
« suggestion. Is not tae reel cause of your failure your expectation that for any 
reason, but most of all for no mor than money, any member of a conspiracy such as 
the King case could have required, paid hove squealed on say of then there? tala 
ms not the murder of 2aset Till. It is a major crime, lusted for by many, -including 
the -nan woo questioned you, end planned by the?.* close to him, methaf or tot 
ti-ey executed it. If there was a conspiracy, and I a a without the slightest doubt 
on tnis score, the most certain death for Say -sasjiot the electric chair. It was 
telling you .anything . My one concern or. this s o^-"is tast he aid, involuntarily, 
and tuat your preconception blinded end still blinds. 

To writers, their research end their knowledge is precious property. 

*®oaey is often its least cost. 



I do not believe your agony comes iron financial failure, nor from 
tue embarrassment of the Look Headline, nor from your intrusion into tue orderly 
processes of society, Pilose functioning you thereby prevented. 1 think it really 
comes from the fact that you did seek truth and couldn't find it, because you 
failed in your obligations as a writer, and because you were better equipped than 
any of tae rest of us for tuat task. If 1 believed you to be no more than a very 
commercial literary whore, I’d not be wasting tine writing to you. 

ii 0 saver, you did fail, and the job you attempted must still be done, and 
you can still help ao it, SEharein you rasy find some solsee. 



you wil1 understand, my own book was completed long before yours, 
due appearance of yours added but a couple of footnotes. I wish 1 could forget it 
sau go on with other writing, men already begun ana more researched am rsaqy for 
the wri ting, x think you csn understand why I cannot. But I era not adding to the 

t 3 f 1 f 38dy out oi ' my ^anda. 1 3es * ouly wnat you say you did. I address 
y_u in this book in a way that will not please you but as 1 think both warranted 
ena correct, -our money, arrogance and ego prevented the normal workings of the 
orgens of society, and with that you will have to live, for it is beyond recall 



nonetheless, 1 am writltlg asic for access to your material, not for 
atioa » 30 taa1: I can see if it may hold meaning for me it did not for ayou. 
milre you, I think tneonly wsy truth can be both established ana accented is by 
me-ns of the proper workings of the organs of society, sna I hsw been* working for 
whst you regard as a futility, e public trial, with someone? the r then a Hanes 
handling the defense, with someone less imperious and self-important than a Foreman. 



If you would* be my enemy, you will do this, for if you do, you will 
seriously impede the other work that means so much to ms . 



And if you would find any satisfaction in learning now easily you lost 
not less than a quarter of a million dollars in tae JFK matter, you will bring it 
snd 1 will show you what you didn’t find. -Again, you could not find it the way you 
tried. Should you come, I ssk only your confidence, for I want to complete that 
part of my work my own way. 

'-Chi s_ leads me to a part, of your deposition tost is unclear. X ou seem to 
be saying iast -^obhy Kennedy, witbin a stiort time, perhaps two weeks, told you he 
was convinced Oswald was the lone assassin. I doubt* this to be tae esse, but I do 
not doubt that those close to him may heve told you this. Those you call "bastards" 
sow to^it that this attitude would prevail. The y framed everything to make it spy 
this. 1 have what youpspparently were never able to get, thousands of pages of 
FBI reports® Your designation is no unkinaneas. Tough-minded and tough* as you are, 

1 think it possible X may shock you. I can certainly show you vast Bobby never 
saw, uust was denied the barren Commission, what was faked and lied about, how 
these tuings were a^ne and tns official proof tuet tn^? were done. There can be - 
there never was - any doubt that there had to have been a conspiracy, -^ad you hot, 
in both esses, be si seeking the co-con apirators, you'd have seen this, for your 
mind is much too keen to heve missed it 0 

So, write to offer you a profitless, perhaps expensive, means of doing 
whet you said you vented to do and, perhaps, the recapture of some of your self- 
esteem. 



Sincerely, 



Harold -Vaisberg 




